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Manual settings give the photographer full control over the
camera and the final image. The three main settings are
aperture, shutter speed, and ISO. Together, these settings
are called the exposure triangle and they control how light
or dark a photograph appears.

Aperture: Controls how much light enters the camera and
the depth of field. It is measured in f-stops (f8.0)
Shutter Speed: Controls how long light hits the sensor. It is
measured in fractions on a second (1/125)
ISO: Controls the camera’s sensitivity to light.
Changing these settings affects exposure (brightness)

CAMERA SETTINGS

The rules of composition help photographers
arrange elements within a photograph to create
balanced and visually interesting images. At Teign,
we use 8 rules of composition which guide the
viewer’s eye moves through the image. These rules
can be followed or broken to achieve different
creative effects.

1.Rule of Thirds: Placing the subject along grid
lines or intersections.

2.Balancing Elements: Arranging objects to
avoid one side feeling too heavy.

3.Leading Lines: Using lines to draw the viewer’s
eye to the subject.

4.Viewpoint: Changing the camera angle to
alter how the subject is seen.

5.Background: Choosing a background that
does not distract from the subject.

6.Pattern & Symmetry: Repeating shapes or
creating mirror-like balance.

7.Depth: Using foreground, middle ground, and
background to add space.

8.Experimentation: Breaking the rules to create
creative and unique images.

COMPOSITION

THE FORMAL ELEMENTS
Line: Straight, curved, diagonal, horizontal, vertical, leading lines, direction, convergence
Shape: Geometric, organic, outline, silhouette, positive shape, negative shape, abstraction
Form: Three-dimensional, volume, depth, light and shadow, realistic, sculptural
Tone: Light, dark, highlights, shadows, contrast, mid-tones, gradation
Texture: Rough, smooth, soft, hard, surface detail, tactile, visual texture, implied texture
Colour: Warm, cool, primary, secondary, complementary, harmony, saturation, mood
Pattern: Repetition, rhythm, symmetry, uniform, irregular, motif
Space: Positive and negative space, foreground, middle ground, background, perspective
Composition: Rule of thirds, balance, framing, leading lines, viewpoint, placement
Focus: Sharp, blurred, selective focus, depth of field, focal point, clarity
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Lighting in photography refers to
how light is positioned in relation
to the subject to create mood,
depth, and visual impact.

Flat light
Broad light
Split light
Short light
Backlight
Rim light
Butterfly light

TYPES OF LIGHTING

PERSPECTIVE

KEY VOCABULARY

Perspective in photography refers to the position
and angle from which a photo is taken, affecting
how the subject is viewed.

1.Linear / Eye Level: Camera at the subject’s eye
level, giving a natural and balanced
perspective.

2.Aerial / Bird’s Eye: Shot from above, showing
the layout and scale of the scene.

3.Worm’s Eye: Shot from below, making subjects
appear larger and more dramatic.

4.Overlapping: Objects overlap, helping create a
sense of depth in the image.

5.Relative Size: Objects appear smaller or larger
depending on distance from the camera.

6.Becoming the Subject: Shot from the subject’s
point of view, letting the viewer see through
their eyes.

These techniques enhance photographs by
creating depth, perspective, and visual interest.
Using these methods thoughtfully can transform
simple scenes into compelling, dynamic images.

Composition: Rule of thirds, framing, leading lines, symmetry, asymmetry, viewpoint, balance
Settings: ISO, shutter speed, aperture, f-stop, exposure, white balance, manual mode, tripod
Form & Depth: Layered, volume, solid, dimensional, cast shadow, sculpted, three dimensional
Lighting: Natural, artificial, soft, hard, backlit, side-lit, highlights, shadows, hot shoe
Texture: Grainy, smooth, rough, polished, tactile, visual, implied, coarse
Focus: Sharp, soft, selective focus, depth of field, blurred background, clarity, focal point
Space: Foreground, midground, background, overlapping, empty space, perspective, scale, layers
Mood & Atmosphere: Dramatic, calm, energetic, tense, serene, mysterious, vibrant, emotive
Movement: Motion blur, freeze frame, long exposure, panning, trailing effect, dynamic, still
Angles & Viewpoint: High angle, low angle, eye level, bird’s-eye, worm’s-eye, tilted, diagonal



Critical Study Support                        Knowledge Organiser
Use this critical study support and sentence starters to help structure your ideas and develop clear,
confident analysis. They are useful for guiding your writing and improving subject-specific
vocabulary. However, it is more important to write in your own words.



Shoot Planning Support                  Knowledge Organiser
Use this shoot planning support to help organise your ideas and plan purposeful photographs. It is
useful for guiding your decisions and developing clear intentions before shooting. You must include
hand drawn thumbnails as part of your shoot plan. See example below.

STUDENT EXAMPLE
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CRITICAL STUDY EXAMPLES

SHOOT & RE SHOOT EXAMPLES

EXPERIMENTATION EXAMPLES

A sketchbook should show your ideas developing in sequence, from initial concepts to refined
photographic work. It helps you plan, experiment, and evaluate your images. Include:

Mounted images and titles. 
In-focus images and reference photos.
Use black, white or neutrals to avoid visual distractions.
Annotations & bullet points to show your thought process.
Consistent, balanced layout with even borders, fonts, and spacing

Your sketchbook demonstrates how your ideas evolve, making your creative process clear and
purposeful. You should be aiming for a professional portfolio, showcasing your work and ideas.
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Y10 

Y11 

www.artpedagogy.com

www.art2day.co.uk

www.tate.org.uk

www.nationalgallery.co.uk

www.bbc.co.uk/arts

www.artsandculture.google.com 

Y10 

U S E F U L  W E B S I T E S  

 

In both your portfolio (60%
coursework) and the externally set
task (40% exam project) you need
to evidence the following: 

A wide variety of photography
techniques, both digital and
analogue.
Technical understanding of
camera settings, lighting and
photoshop.
Photoshoots and edits that
demonstrate experimentation
and creative risk taking .
Critical Studies and research
that inform your ideas.
Shoot plans leading to purposeful
photoshoots.
Drawing as part of your planning
process.
Clear links to photographers,
artists and wider contextual
sources .
Annotation which explains and
evaluates.
Planning and refinement
towards final outcome(s)
Exceptional presentation
throughout

Use your GCSE Photography Teams
class; set up by your teacher, you
will find resources from lessons and
a place to upload your photography
and stay organised.

Use Pinterest to search and save
inspiration for your work. Your
teacher may share boards with you,
but we encourage you to make your
own! 

INTRODUCTIONWhat is Photography?
Photographic Genres
Shutter Speed
Aperture
Photoshop Techniques
Critical Study: Edward Weston

ERASED

Y10 
WATER

Y11 

WATER

ESA: Exam Project

Y11 RESEARCH

Introduction to theme of ‘Erased’
Two Critical Studies
Two Themed Shoots
Practical Experimentation
Digital Experimentation
Refinement towards final outcome(s)

Introduction to theme of ‘Water’
Two Critical Studies
Two Themed Shoots
Practical Experimentation
Digital Experimentation
Refinement towards refined outcome(s)

Further investigate the theme of ‘Water’
Concept Page
Wider Contextual Sources
Experiment & Refine
Planning & Test Compositions
Final Outcome(s)

Select a starting point from exam paper.
Mood board and research initial ideas
Two Critical Studies
Two Themed Shoots
Practical Experimentation
Digital Experimentation
Refinement towards refined outcome(s)
Concept Page
Wider Contextual Sources
Experiment & Refine
Planning & Test Compositions
Final Outcome(s) in 10 Hour Exam

This overview outlines the expectations for AQA GCSE Photography across Component 1 (Portfolio) in
Year 10 and Year 11, and the ESA (Exam Project) in Year 11. Students are expected to develop ideas,
research artists, experiment with techniques, and refine their work to produce a personal response. 

http://www.thisiscolossal.com/
http://www.art2day.co.uk/
http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.nationalgallery.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts
https://artsandculture.google.com/
https://artsandculture.google.com/


SETTINGS SUPPORT


