	Week 1 
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4

	Lesson 1 – What Is The Problem Of Evil?
	Lesson 2 – Is Suffering Necessary?
	Lesson 3 – Responses to The Problem Of Evil
	Lesson 4 – Who Was The Buddha?

	Key Terms: 
Evil: Morally bad or cruel. Believed by some to be contrary to the will of God.

Natural Evil: Suffering that humans have no control over, which occurs naturally. E.g. Natural disasters.

Moral Evil: Acts of humans considered to be morally wrong. E.g. Murder.

	Key Terms:
Suffering: Physical or mental pain that a person is feeling.

Free Will: The ability to choose between different possible courses of action.

Necessary: Absolutely essential; needed to achieve a particular result.

Theodicy: An explanation of how to reconcile/explain the idea of a Just God with a world containing evil.
	Key Terms:
Satan: The Devil; a powerful evil being, believed by some to be the chief opponent of God.

Epistemic distance: A distance in dimension or knowledge between humans and God.
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	Key Terms:
Buddha: The holy man on whose life and teachings Buddhism is based.

Enlightenment: The state of understanding something; the highest spiritual state that can be achieved.
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	Content:
The Problem of Evil is the philosophical question of how to reconcile the existence of evil with an omnipotent, omniscient and omnibenevolent God. 
The Greek philosopher, Epicurus, claimed that the existence of evil proved there is no God.
	Content:
Everyone experiences suffering. 
As human beings have free will, they have the ability to choose their actions. For many Christians, freedom of choice can lead to evil.
Both Irenaeus and Augustine’s theodicies depend on the existence of free will. 
	Content:
Some religious people believe much of the suffering in this world is caused by humans misusing God’s gift of free will. 
In John Hick’s theodicy, he highlighted the importance of God allowing humans to develop for themselves. 
	Content:
Buddhism started with Siddhartha Gautama who came to be known as the Buddha.
He was born into a life of luxury as a Prince and shielded from seeing any pain or suffering.
Meditation is the way in which the Buddha gained enlightenment.

	Questions:
1. What is evil?
2. What is the difference between natural and moral evil?
3. What is the Problem of Evil?
	Questions:
1. What is suffering?
2. Do religious believers think suffering is necessary?
3. What do the theodicies of Irenaeus and Augustine say about free will?
	Questions:
1. Who do many religious believers think is responsible for evil?
2. What did Hick mean when he described the world as ‘soul making?’
	Questions:
1. What was the Buddha’s upbringing like?
2. What four sights did he see when he left the Palace?
3. How did he achieve enlightenment?

	Week 5
	Week 6
	Week 7
	Week 8

	Lesson 5 – What Are Dhamma & Dukkha?
	Lesson 6 – What Is Dependent Arising?
	Lesson 7 – What Are The 3 Marks Of Existence?
	Lesson 8 – What Are The 4 Noble Truths?

	Key Terms:
Dhamma: Buddhist doctrine; often interpreted to mean the teachings of the Buddha.

Dukkha: Suffering; life as unsatisfactory.
	Key Terms:
Dependent Arising: The Buddhist idea of reality; everything arises and is dependent on something else to exist.




	Key Terms: 
Anicca: Instability or a lack of permanence.

Anatta: No soul; people do and can change in life.


	Key terms:
Four Noble Truths: Four of the most important elements of the Buddhist teaching.

Noble Eightfold Path: The path to be followed by a Buddhist; the Middle Way


	Content:
Rather than just physical pain, Dukkha refers to the unsatisfactory nature of the whole of life. Buddhists believe that life is unsatisfactory because of greed and selfishness.
Buddhists believe that the things the Buddha taught (Dharma) have always existed. They believe that the Buddha was the first person to be able to understand the teachings fully. He was then able to pass them onto other people.
	Content:
Dependent Arising is a belief that is essential in fully understanding the Buddha’s Dharma. It is the belief that everything that is in existence exists because other things are in existence. Therefore, everything is interconnected and everything affects everyone. 
Dependent Arising may influence the way a Buddhist behaves and have an impact on their moral conduct.

	Content:
The 3 Marks of Existence are sometimes known as the 3 Universal Truths. They are Anicca, Dukkha and Anatta.
Anicca is concerned with how resilient a Buddhist is.
Dukkha is belief in 3 types of suffering.
Anatta is the belief that there is no soul but energy can be reborn.
	Content:
If you are ill and go to a Doctor, you want to know what is wrong, what has caused your illness, what will cure it and how to get treatment. 
The Buddha’s teaching can be set out in the same way, as a cure for the world’s illness:
1. All life involves suffering.
2. The origin of suffering is craving.
3. If craving ceases, suffering will also cease.
4. The Middle Way.


	Questions:
1. What are Dhamma and Dukkha?
2. How do Buddhists use Dhamma to help them to overcome Dukkha?
	Questions:
1. What is Dependent Arising?
2. How could the concept of Dependent Arising help to prevent or stop suffering? 
	Questions:
1. What are the 3 Marks of Existence?
2. How could the 3 Marks of Existence lead to Buddhists accepting the idea of suffering as part of life?
	Questions:
1. What are the Four Noble Truths?
2. How can Dukkha be overcome according to the Four Noble Truths?





	Week 9
	Week 10
	Week 11
	Week 12

	Lesson 9 –  What Is Karma?
	Lesson 10 – Assessment Preparation
	Lesson 11 – End of Cycle Assessment
	Lesson 12 – Assessment Repair Work

	Key Terms:
Karma: ‘Action.’ All actions have consequences. 

Samsara: The cycle of birth, life, death and rebirth.

Nirvana: The ultimate goal of Buddhists, involving breaking free from the cycle of Samsara.

	



	


	


	Content:
Buddhists believe that the ultimate goal is to reach Nirvana. This is not really a place but a state of being.
Buddhists believe that we are trapped on a wheel of life. They believe that people will be reborn many times in order to have the opportunity to reach Nirvana, which is freedom from suffering. 
Buddhists believe that the rebirths that arise are a result of karma.
	

	

	



	Questions:
1. What is Karma?
2. How does the idea of Karma link to Buddhist ideas of what happens after death?
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